Is your VHF marine radio set up to access coastal repeaters?

Given that both Victoria and Tasmania now have a series of marine VHF radio
repeater channels established along their coastlines it is now a good time to ensure
your VHF marine radio is correctly setup for use of these channels.

Australia adheres to the International marine frequency allocations. However there are
also USA/Canadians standards with some important differences between the two.
VHF radios can be configured to operate to any of the three standards.

As far as sailing/boating in Australian Coastal waters is concerned the important
differences are that the International standard has Channels 21, 22, 80, 81, 82 as
repeater channels whereas in the US/Can they are simplex (non-repeater) channels.

It is therefore important that your radio is set to the International standard. Your VHF
radio instruction manual provides instructions on how to do this. Many radios now
indicate Int on their screen display.

A number of yachties purchase radios directly from the US. These radios have the US
standard as the default and need to be changed to the International standard.

When set to the US/Can standard you will access the repeater channel when you
transmit but you will not hear the output of the repeater. However, you may hear other
nearby boats when transmitting on the repeater channel but will not be able to
communicate with them.

Listening to the radio traffic when in southern Tasmania during the 2007 Melbourne
to Hobart race it was obvious that some yachts were unable to receive the Ch 81
repeater on entry into the Derwent yet were able to communicate on other VHF
marine channels. It would appear that these yachts were not set to the International
standard.

Complete a radio check on a repeater channel to ensure you radio is correctly set up.
Given there can be many nautical miles between you and the repeater it also confirms
your boat radio system is operating effectively. Eg: for yachts in Port Phillip Bay
check Ch 82 at Arthurs Seat.

The inability to correctly access these repeater channels causes communications
confusion and increases the risk to safety, negating very reason these channels have
been installed.

Rik Head
December 2008
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