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The Melbourne to Devonport Rudder Cup return leg saw the
ORCV fleet volunteer to road test at-sea microplastics sampling.
The ORCVs desire to combine sailing with science and data
generation  benefitted hugely from this trial as monitoring kits
were assembled and used by crews, providing the Clean Oceans
team with valuable lessons learned and ideas to increase citizen
science participation within the sailing community.

Melbourne to Hobart ‘Westcoaster’ was a huge success with a
suite of sustainability initiatives being a big part of the
conversation during the planning of the event. Our first Species
Showcase went live, platforming the worlds rarest fish and the
conservation work done by the Handfish Conservation Project.
On the ground we brought Recolab on board as a race village
feature, who took spent sails from our fleet to upcycle into
functional gear bags. 

The 2023-24 season has been a time of rapid implementation of
sustainability focussed initiatives within the Ocean Racing Club of
Victoria. We are extremely proud of our dedicated and innovative team of
volunteers who have worked independently to develop the below
initiatives to make the sport of sailing more sustainable.



In addition, unusable rope was collected and posted to
Castaway Textiles who created unique homewares and art. The
club adopted the Sailors for the Sea Clean Regattas framework
to track our progress and improvement over time through the
events we run. Through efforts which included removing
problematic single-use waste items, guidance around
provisioning and waste sorting/disposal, a dedicated
sustainability skippers briefing segment and competitions to
encourage sustainable boating practice, the ORCV was granted
Silver certification. The ORCVs material was also adopted by the
Launceston to Hobart race organizers to be included in their
event and widening the reach of initiatives. The ORCV are
particularly proud of their work to be the first set of scaled
sustainability initiatives for a marquee summer sailing event in
Hobart. 



Species
Showcase





Race
village

collection
sign





Green boating tips
promoted on

social media in
preparation for

the Westcoaster





2024
MARCH
The Melbourne to King Island race featured the Grassy Harbour
local legends, the Little Penguins in the Species Showcase.
Here, the focus was on recent scientific findings where ‘forever
chemicals’ (PFAS) were studied in the blood of the Little
Penguins on King Island, a concern for the wider marine
environment. For this among other efforts, we continued with
the silver certification from Sailors for the Sea.





MAY
Venturing west for the Melbourne to Apollo Bay race, the Clean
Oceans team brought the Vercos Nudibranch to the forefront of
the social media feed in the species showcase, a colourful
character local to the Otway Coast region. We paired with Otway
Ocean Care to deliver this, and also planned a sustainability and
biodiversity presentation feature during the race awards section
of the event. This event was awarded silver by Sailors for the
Sea.



WINTER (JULY-AUGUST)
Our winter series showcases the Burrunan Dolphin, a rarity that
only calls Port Philip Bay home and was recognised as a unique
species just a decade ago. Our final winter series presentation
also welcomes Dr Prue Francis from Deakin University who
presents her research cultivating and restoring Golden Kelp in
Port Philip Bay during times of a changing climate. Certification
Pending from Sailors for the Sea.





GOING FORWARD
Season 2024-2025
Building on a successful year of initiatives the ORCV looks
forward to expanding and continuing our focus on improving the
sustainability of the sport we love. Our goals for the upcoming
season include:

Minimum gold standard certified by Sailors for the Sea for all
destination races.

Expand citizen science opportunities for ocean racers with
research groups in Port Philip Bay region.

Provide resources to our member base to empower
sustainable decision making on the ground and on board. 



The Ocean racing Club of Victoria are a passionate and
enthusiastic community with a deep drive to make the

sport of ocean racing enjoyable and sustainable. The ORCV
are proud of our ongoing efforts to engage our members

and participants with sustainable values in the sport, and
look forward to growing this in the future

Lillian Stewart
ORCV Clean Oceans Coordinator


